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THE S-35
FROM the beginning of 1924 until the latter part
of 1926 our factory was located in one of the two
old wooden hangars on a corner of Roosevelt Field
near Westbury, Long Island. There was no door on
the hangar and the temperature was exactly the same
as outside- This was anything but comfortable in
the cold months, but somehow the work progressed.
Behind the hangar were two sheds about twenty feet
by sixty feet. With a couple of iron stoves, it was
possible to maintain there a temperature somewhat
above the outside, < Not very much so, because of
numerous holes and splits which permitted the wind,
rain and snow to enter quite freely into what we called
the main shop. At the end of it was a partition that
made a draughting room and a smaller one which served
as ray office. The roof leaked in hundreds of places,
It was like solving a crossword puzzle for the engineer-
ing personnel to leave their drawings on the boards
on a rainy day, because depending on the wind direc-
tion it would leak in different spots.
A similar problem existed for the night watchman.
Only in this case there was no puzzle at all, because if
it started to rain during the night he quickly found
out whether or not he had been correct in choosing
the right place for his bed. At that time thane was
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